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very low. In Carinthia it is worst. There, in the Gurkthal, the
illegitimate bii^hs are twice as numerous as the legitimate, so
that the marriage institution hardly exists. In Slavonic Croatia
persons who marry are indifferent to each other's previous con-
duct with others. Amongst other southern Slavs, at a wedding,
the groom must neither talk nor eat, out of shame, and the bride
must weep while being dressed. It is reported from Bocca di
Cattaro, in the Balkan peninsula, that public contempt is so
severe against illicit acts by men before marriage that such acts
are very rare amongst those who have any reputation or posi-
tion to lose.1

378. Russian sex mores. A custom widely prevalent through
parts of Great Russia and the adjacent Slavonic regions, until the
nineteenth century, was that the father married his son, as a boy,
to a marriageable young woman, whom the father then took as
his own concubine. When the son grew up his wife was advanced
in life and the mother of several children. He then did what his
father had done. The large house and joint family offered temp-
tation to this custom, and has generally been believed to be to
blame for it. Rhamm contradicts that opinion.2 The same cus-
tom existed amongst the Bulgarians.3 Another motive for it is
suggested, that the father wanted to increase the number of
laborers in the big house. In 1623, in Poland, the death penalty
was provided for a man who should so abuse his daughter-in-law.4
The same custom is reported from the Tamils of southeast India.6
In the mountains on the southwestern frontier of Russia there
was, in the eighteenth century, an almost entire lack of sex mores.
Amongst all the Slavonic peoples females are in a very inferior
status and owe formal deference to males. In Bulgaria the
wives are from five to ten years older than the husbands, because
boys of fourteen begin to make love, but to adult marriageable
women.6 All these facts make it a phenomenon worthy of
special mention that the people of the Ukrain are very continent,
cherish a high ideal of love between the sexes, and greatly dislike
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